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14 march 2008 – 14 march 2009
WITH CHIARA 

Events in Italy and throughout the world

 to remember her and carry on living her legacy
· Saturday 14 March – 11 am   
Mass – Basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore, Rome
Presiding celebrant Cardinal Paul Poupard    
· Saturday 14 March – 16.00 – 19.30 -  Internet transmission: http://live.focolare.org 
With Chiara – A continuing dialogue - Centro Mariapoli , Castelgandolfo 
with contributions from leading representatives of various Churches and civil society, from various religions and from all five Continents. 

“Chiara and her ideal are the legacy of all humankind”, said a Buddhist monk at her funeral last year. At a time of global crisis, when people are seeking for something new, the event aims to explain and propose this legacy.

It is neither a convention, nor a commemoration, but a “conversation” face to face to with Chiara, interspersed with video clips, interviews and artistic interludes.  

Beginning with unpublished moments of Chiara’s life from her family album, the session will look at the early stages and the later development of the Gospel revolution that began in her native city and spread all over the world. Those who have taken up her legacy will speak about the present times, including prominent people like senator Sergio Zavoli, president of the RAI Regulatory Commission, who had profound conversations with her.  There will be an account of Chiara’s daily life as she approached her final spiritual trial, and the session will close with a message delivered in her own recorded voice.   A high point will be the testimony of Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz, recorded for the occasion on video in Krakow, on the relationship between Pope John Paul II and Chiara.
· Sunday 15 March – 16.00
His Holiness Bartholomew I, Ecumenical patriarch of Constantinople, will deliver a commemorative speech after vespers in the Church of the Panagia, at the Belgrade Gate. The local community of the Focolare, from various Churches, will be joined by representatives of the Movement’s Central Council in Rome. 
· Sunday 15 March – 11 – Live on RAI Uno 
Mass - “Maria Theotokos” Shrine  -  Loppiano (FI)
Presiding celebrant Bishop Luciano Giovannetti of Fiesole 

In the world
Numerous events of all kinds have been planned. Here we mention a few, from an ever increasing list.    

· Liturgical celebrations presided over by Nuncios or local Bishops, followed by meetings that speak about Chiara’s life and the newness of her charism, will take place in many countries, including Ireland, Croatia, Serbia, Indonesia, Malaysia, the USA, Canada Egypt, and many Italian cities. The events in Spain coincide with the 50th anniversary of the birth of the Movement in the Iberian Peninsula. In many places there will be representatives of various Churches and followers of other religions.
· There will be a particularly ecumenical emphasis in the events taking place in Germany.  In Hannover, the Lutheran Bishop Christian Krause, former president of the World Lutheran Federation will take part. In Munich, there will be an event promoted by Movements and communities of various Churches. In Geneva, an event at the World Council of Churches
· There will be an interreligious emphasis in Bangkok Thailand, where many Buddhist monks will be present.  

· In many towns and cities, events are taking place in cultural and political settings.   An especially significant event has been planned at the Sao Paulo Parliament in Brazil. In April, in Cuba there will be a commemoration in which prominent people from the entertainment and academic world will take part. In New York, Los Angeles, Bologna, Lublin (Poland), Manila and Malta, the events will be on university campuses. 
· Some of the events will be themed, demonstrating the influence of Chiara Lubich’s charism in various fields of social life: in Florence at the Palazzo Vecchio, on “the challenge of fraternity. Reflections in medicine”, or in the Marche region, on “new models for social relationships” and on “health and sickness in human experience”. In Reggio Emilia, a tribute entitled “A woman – the world” will contain testimonies, cultural contributions and art, and a performance fromthe Classical Ballet company Cosi-Stefanescu. 
some new publications
· Chiara Lubich – La sua eredità (her legacy) – by Franca Zambonini, Ed Paoline.
“Il testamento”(The testament) – “Croce e luci”(Crosses and lights)- “Illuminazioni”(Illuminations) – “Dopo di me” (After me).  These are some of the chapters, which contain unpublished material. The initial launch will be in Palermo, on 5 March. Alongside the author will be Giulia Folonari (Eli), who was at Chiara’s side for over fifty years, Antonio Raspanti, theologian and president of the Theological Faculty of Sicily, and Luigi Arcidiacono, Professor of Constitutional law at the University of Catania. 
· Chiara semplicemente - edited by Thomas Klann, Michel Pochet and Michel Vandeleene, published by Città Nuova.
A photograph album, showing the less well known side of Chiara Lubich, catching her “off guard” in daily life.  The book is being published contemporaneously by: Nouvelle Cité (France), Neue Stadt (Germany) and Novi Svet (Slovenia).  
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